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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:


Several lenses in wooden mounts may be fitted to the brass frame of this simple microscope. The frame consists of a stiff bar with a handle at one end and with a lens in a wooden mount at the other end. Just above the handle an arm consisting of three ‘Musschenbroek nuts’ and a brass bar is attached. This arm carries the stage and/or one of a number of specimen grips. Focusing by moving the stage or the specimens on their grip nearer to the lens.

The accessories comprise: 6 lenses (one now broken), 6 specimen-grips of different shapes, tweezers, life-box, hand held magnifier and turpentine container. These parts are stored in a richly tooled leather-covered case (3x20x4.5). The trademarks of the Musschenbroek workshop are stamped in the leather on the lid of the case. The patterns of the tooling on the leather of this case are the same as on some other cases in the collection of the Museum Boerhaave.

Optical characteristics:

	Lens
	Magn.
	Resol. ((m.)

	1
	x67
	3

	2
	x43
	3.3

	3
	x27
	6

	4
	x19
	10

	5
	x13.5
	10

	6
	x8
	15


This is the simple microscope for low magnifications for which the Musschenbroek workshop was famous. Often this model is attributed to Johan Joosten van Musschenbroek. However, it seems more probable that the design derives from his elder brother Samuel van Musschenbroek. The first mention of such a microscope comes from the annals of the Royal Society: Robert Hooke demonstrated in 1673 during a meeting of the Fellows of the Royal Society a microscope which most likely was a Musschenbroek microscope; in the minutes of the society it is reported thus:

‘Mr Hooke shewed a microscope, with only one globule of glass, fastened to an instrument with many joints, to turn every way, and so to shew the object on every side with greater distinctness than other microscopes: which kind of microscope, he said, a German had brought over with him out of Holland…’

A small turpentine container is often found among the accessories of microscopes made by the Musschenbroek workshop. The turpentine was used to make the tips of the specimen grips sticky so that the objects could be firmly fastened.

Zahn 1702, pp. 780-782; Birch 1757, vol.3, p. 110; Van der Star 1953,  pp. 31-32; De Clercq 1997a,  pp. 115-117

